

ADOPTED 10/23/18



Introduced by Council Member Morgan and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Hazouri, Crescimbeni, Newby, Becton, Anderson and R. Gaffney: 



RESOLUTION 2018-691-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING TERRY PARKER BAPTIST CHURCH ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 60TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, in the 1950s, Jacksonville’s Arlington community experienced explosive growth after the construction of the Mathews Bridge opened up the area for housing developments with easy access to downtown; and


WHEREAS, in 1958 a Mission Committee from Arlington Baptist Church, with the financial assistance of the Florida Baptist Convention, founded a new church that began its life meeting in Swisher Auditorium at Jacksonville University under the name University Baptist Chapel and under the leadership of Pastor Joe Courson; and


WHEREAS, in 1959 Mr. and Mrs. H. Terry Parker, generous philanthropists in the Jacksonville community, donated the land at 7024 Merrill Road and paid for the construction of the original sanctuary and education building of what was to become Terry Parker Baptist Church, named in honor of their most generous gift; and

WHEREAS, throughout the 60 years of its existence, Terry Parker Baptist Church has been a cornerstone of the Arlington community and an active participant in spreading the Gospel message through faith in action. The church sponsors a wide variety of ministries to serve both the congregation and the broader needs of the community. Church-centered groups include the music ministry, Weekend Early Education for small children, Keenagers group for active seniors, bible studies, craft groups, and more. The community-centered activities include a nursing home ministry, food distribution center for the needy, blood drives, and an emergency response team. The church has also been a cradle of servant leaders, producing more than 50 people who have gone on to vocational work in a variety of ministries; and

WHEREAS, 60 years of faithful service is a milestone to be commemorated and celebrated; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the congregation, Senior Pastor Dennis Singletary, Hispanic Pastor Lorenzo Rosas and the staff of Terry Parker Baptist Church on the occasion of the church’s 60th anniversary, and extends its best wishes for continued faith and service for many decades to come.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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